T WGREEN&SMARTC cont. . .

building certification program. The
Council hires independent inspectors to M ore |nf0 On Web
physically audit the construction work
and help builders meet the program’s
goals with a green building checklist of
several hundred items.

“We have approved the system for

an innovation credit for HealthyBuilt
homes,” confirmed Leslie. “It minimizes

“Dual Axcess is the most creative and innovative new product in
residential networking in the last five years, and it is fully standards
compliant,” said Bill Reynolds, vice president and general manager
of SMP Data Communications, manufacturer of the newly patented
system.

Those conversant in the technical aspects of residential codes
will understand why our system’s connectivity makes it different

materials used, and we wanted to and why it meets code.”
award them for doing something better. For more information and product specifications about this and
“It means something to have a future success stories in green communications, visit www.dualax-
HealthyBuilt Home. The builders have cess.com. Included
worked very hard to meet the stan- on the website is a
dards.” schematic of a home
design, as well as high-
Green Without A Premium quality, instructive
The product is catching on among photographs that show
movers and shakers in the region’s step-by-step installation
green building industry. While the procedures. #
Deltec home was the first installation
utilizing a Dual Axcess system, it’s the with the idea of installing their new kind of voice and
beginning, not the end! data system that’s green in our new model home, it
“When SMP first was pretty much a no-brainer,” said Linton of Deltec

approached us Homes.

A second installation is to be featured in a new
Southern Living magazine tlea House,” located in
the Blue Ridge Mountains’ development of Whisper
Mountain. EcoBuilders, Inc., the builder of the million-
dollar-plus home, confirmed that TSA Choice would
be installing the system.

“A lot of people think if you are going to ‘go green’
that you are going to spend more money,” said Will
Arledge, TSA Choice home systems specialist, “but at
the Deltec home, we did the job for $7 less per drop
and installed a superior product that’s green.”

Yes, sometimes pigs fly. Less is more. New is bet-

ter. Green is affordable. #

Belzak is editor of www.TheGreenerHome.com and has written
for numerous publishers, developers, associations, and manu-
facturers, including B.F. Goodrich, Computer Process Controls,
Shell Chemical Company, and SMP Data Communications.
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Green Datacom For
Condos & Commercial, Too

SMP’s new voice/data system also offers “more
for less” in residential condominiums and com-
mercial buildings. Two recent installations—one
in a new office building in Charlotte, N.C., and
another in a mid-rise residential complex in Las
Vegas—prove that it is being accepted across the
nation and in increasingly larger
projects.

Luxe Lofts, a $60 million,
83-unit, upscale residential con-
dominium community in Las
Vegas, is a three-story complex
offering resort-like amenities. The
developer wanted to allow condo
owners to upgrade more easily
and affordably when they sought
to add state-of-the-art home auto-
mation, such as distributed audio
and multimedia entertainment.

New units now have that capa-
bility thanks to the Dual Axcess
system’s patent-pending design
for simple upgrading to future
technologies.

Further, as the project was self-financed, the
developer was particularly interested in the cost
savings the system offered. By eliminating one
cable to every outlet, Dual Axcess reduced the
cabling infrastructure.

This allowed the developer to put those saved
dollars toward more electronic amenities that
included lighting control options and HVAC auto-
mation.

Commercial

Dual Axcess is also being used for small commer-
cial applications where cost savings and green
building are becoming major factors in construc-
tion costs. For example, a new office building in

‘Only half
the cable
is being
used to
get the
job done.
It’s good
not to be
wasteful’

rexelusa.com

the Southeast selected Dual Axcess first and fore-
most for its quality.

Occupying and owning one floor of a new, three-
story, steel-frame building was Davis, Williams &
Associates, a wealth management firm based in
Charlotte, N.C. John Williams, one of the firm’s part-
ners, said that while cost savings
were important to keep con-
struction costs within check, the
quality of the telephone and data
connectivity was their prime con-
sideration.

Explained Williams: “Our
phone system and data system
are critical. We specialize in util-
ity company retirees and manage
over $100 million in assets. So if
a client is trying to get a hold of
me and my phone system doesn’t
work, that’s a real problem.”

And the same need for reli-
ability in data connectivity was
paramount to Davis, Williams
& Associates. “Ten years ago |
might have been on the Internet one hour a day,”
said Williams. “Now all of our programs interface
over the Internet. We trade on the Internet. All that is
critical to our day-to-day business.”

Cost savings were important to John Williams as
well. “There aren’t many things that you can shave
off almost half of your cost and not lose anything
when it comes to productivity. With all the commer-
cial code requirements that increase the costs in
new construction, we were pleased to see that at
least one item didn’t cost us more.”

He also mentioned the green building aspect of
Dual Axcess. “It does make you feel better knowing
that only half the amount of cable is being used to
get the job done. It’s good not to be wasteful.” #

Volume 8 Number 3



