
Step 3: Granulation
The chopped bite-size pieces are again 

chopped�into much smaller, granulated 

pieces. Large motors and cooling fans are 

required to operate the 

dry air gravity 

separation 

process.

Step 4: Dry air 
Gravity table
This is a conventional pro-

cess used in the mining 

industry. Granulated copper 

and polymers are separated 

by air being forced through 

a perforated, high-frequency 

vibrating conveyer belt.

This perforated vibrat-

ing belt air �table� is slightly 

angled, with three funnels at 

the end to catch the granu-

lations. The air forces the 

lighter polymers to gravi-

tate to the lower end while 

heavier material or the cop-

per stays on the high end. 

The �hybrid� granulations 

in the middle have not been 

separated and are resent 

through the process again. 

Rejects are hand-separated. 

Step 5: Shipping 

After the pure Number 1 copper bin is �lled, a fork-

lift takes it to the scale for weight measurement�

the product shown in the picture is about 4,000 lbs. 

(x $3.56/lb = $14,240 vs. 4000 lbs of scrap UTP @ 

$0.70 = $2,800).  

Byproduct polymer waste is taken away and 

placed into holding areas. These small granulations 

quickly become a mountain of plastic mulch.
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