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CEDIA Survey Results
The Custom Electronic Design & Installation Association (www.cedia.or g) recently released results of its annual member Benchmarking Survey. According to CEDIA: “Some key �ndings of the survey revealed that 85% of respondents, regardless of business size, used a �xed contract type as opposed to time and materials. The survey also showed that revenues for companies with a written strategic plan are 24% higher than those with-out. “And more signi�cantly, pro�tability is 34% higher in companies with a written strategic plan versus those without a plan.” i

New TIA Standards On Building CablingNew from the Telecommunications Industry Association (www.tiaonline.org): 
TIA Standard 568-B.2-10: Transmission Performance Speci-

�cations for 4-Pair 100 Ohm Augmented Category 6 Cabling. According to TIA, “cabling installed today will need to support 
at least two generations of Ethernet. Category 6A cabling is spe-
ci�cally designed to support the network demands of the next generation 10GBASE-T Ethernet standard, providing superior 
network performance.”

TIA Standard 568-B.2-7, Commercial Building Telecommuni-
cations Cabling Standard, Part 2—Balanced Twisted-Pair Cabling 
Components, Addendum 7—Reliability Requirements for Connect-
ing Hardware Used in Balanced Twisted-Pair Cabling.

“This standard was developed to improve the performance reliability of copper cabling systems used in commer-cial buildings and premises networks,” TIA said. i

Green Grid Works On  

IT & Energy Ef�ciency

The Green Grid (www.thegreengrid.org), which 

is an association, has signed agreements with 

the U.S. EPA and the Storage Network Industry 

Association—aimed at de�ning and promoting 

“the adoption of standards, processes, mea-

surements and technologies for energy ef�-

ciency in the data center.”

What’s at stake? The EPA agreement “will 

�rst promote energy ef�ciency in EPA com-

puter facilities and then broadly share results 

in order to impact change within both other 

governmental agencies and the private sector.”

In working with 

SNIA, the Green Grid 

hopes “to further 

networked storage 

best practices for 

energy ef�ciency.” i

Wireless Certi�cation The IEEE Wireless Communication Engi-neering Technologies (IEEE WCET) Cer-ti�cation Program “has been speci�cally designed by IEEE Communications Soci-ety to address the worldwide wireless industry’s growing and ever-evolving �O�F�F�E���G�P�S���R�V�B�M�J�à�F�E���D�P�N�N�V�O�J�D�B�U�J�P�O�T���Q�S�P-
fessionals who can demonstrate practical problem-solving skills in real-world situ-ations,” according to the group (which goes by the name ComSoc). “By way of this certi�cation, pro-fessionals will be able to clearly dem-onstrate their knowledge of wireless communications technologies and employers will have a new means of selecting individuals for wireless engi-neering positions and projects.”For info: www.ieee-wcet.org or www.comsoc.org . i

Connection Studied— 

Ef�ciency & Building Automation 

The Intelligent & Integrated Buildings Council, 

a unit of CABA (www.caba.org), has formed a 

partnership with the research �rm Frost & Sul-

livan to study the connection between energy 

ef�ciency and automated buildings. 

Together, the Council and F&S will, accord-

ing to a release, “conduct relevant research and 

produce a report that addresses the operation and energy 
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ties from implementing intelligent and green building technol-

ogies above and beyond LEED certi�cation.” i
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