








Ceiling Fan 
Rules Can Confuse—
Here’s Clarity

& N E W S
T

rends






i

Solar ABCs
The Solar America Board for  

Codes and Standards—an organization 
set up by the U.S. Dept. of Energy— 

has issued three reports (downloadable 
free)—on solar access, 

interconnection procedures,  
and utility external disconnect.

www.solarABCs.org

Home  
Building: Greener!

Working with the National 
Association of Home 
Builders, McGraw-Hill 
Construction found that 
21% of homebuilders sur-
veyed expect that, in 2009, 

they will build 90% of their projects green! Also: 60% of home-
builders say homebuyers will pay more for green homes. 

Q3: Pretty Windy!
From the American Wind Energy 
Association: 1,389 mW of wind power 
capacity was installed in 2008’s third 

quarter. That took the year’s 
total to 4,204 mW, with one 

quarter to 
go—meaning 
the year would likely 
surpass the record set 

in 2007 (5,249 mW 
installed). 

Ceiling Fan and Ceiling Fan Light Kit Lamping Requirements
Per EPACT 2005 Federal Regulation

Category A B C

Base On Lamp Standard
Medium Base (E26)

Pin Base
(Fluorescent 

Having Independent
Electronic Ballast)

Candelabra (E12), Mini-Can (E11), 
Intermediate (E17), MR-16, MR-11, 

MR-5, Wedge, Festoon, Bi-Pin, 
GU-24 and all others not listed in 

categories A or B.

Lamp Efficiency Requirement

Energy Star Program 
Requirements for 

Compact Fluorescent 
Lamps, version 3.0

Energy Star Program 
Requirements for 
Residential Light 

Fixtures, version 4.0

None (Incandescent/ Halogen)

Lamps Shipped Inside The 
Product Packaging By The 
Manufacturer?

Yes, Energy Star Listed 
Compact Fluorescent Yes Yes

Quantity of Lamps Enough To Fill All 
Sockets

Enough To Fill All 
Sockets Enough To Fill All Sockets

Maximum Total Wattage Of 
Lamps Shipped With Products No Limit No Limit 190 Watts

190 Watt Fuse, Circuit 
Breaker, Or Power Limiter 
Built Into The Product

No No Yes

Effective Date 1/1/2007 1/1/2007 1/1/2009

At its annual meeting in September 2008, 

an American Lighting Association staffer 

noted that federal ceiling fan regulations 

that were about to go into effect (1/1/09) were 

confusing. Information from various suppliers, 

the ALA said, was confusing at the least and, in 

places, perhaps even contradictory.

As a result, ALA issued a three-page PDF, which 

included the table below. To see the original, use 

this web address: snipurl.com/4ru0z. i
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Green Radio      
Would you like to listen to green stuff as well as 
read about it? GreenBiz.com offers podcasts. 
There were many online as of mid-fall—including 
four posted in each of September and October. 
www.greenbiz.com/current/podcasts

$56 Billion Saved

Research at the U. of California  

at Berkeley found California  

energy-efficiency laws  reduced  

per-capita energy needs in the  

state to 40% below the national 

average—saving households  

$56 billion in the years 1972-2006.  

www.next10.org/research_eeijc.html

64 Green MBAs
A nonprofit called 
Net Impact has 
published a new 
edition of Business As 
Unusual. It’s a 222-page guide, 
downloadable (free) as a PDF. 
According to GreenBiz.com, 
the document profiles 64 schools 
that offer MBAs with a green tint. 
www.snipurl.com/qygst

Total Construction Starts (billions of dollars)
2005A 2006A 2007A 2008E 2009F

Single-Family Housing $315.5 $272.4 $201.2 $128.8 $126.6

Multifamily Housing $68.5 $70.0 $62.9 $44.0 $41.4

Commercial Buildings $72.2 $93.0 $99.8 $89.8 $79.0

Institutional Buildings $100.1 $110.6 $116.6 $124.4 $121.0

Manufacturing Buildings $10.1 $13.6 $17.5 $29.6 $20.3

Public Works $96.0 $112.5 $120.9 $114.8 $109.5

Electric Utilities $7.9 $17.5 $15.5 $24.0 $16.8 

Total Construction $670.2 $689.6 $634.4 $555.5 $514.6

Outside Of 
Housing, It’s  
Not That Bad!

McGraw-Hill Construction didn’t see this 
coming. MHC’s official forecast for 2008 
was for the dollar value of new construc-

tion starts to decline by 2%. In October, however, 
at its “Outlook ‘09” conference, the company pro-
vided a new look (based at least in part on what’s 
happened)—that 2008 would be down 12%.

However, take a look at the table below. 
Let’s do a little math:

•	 Total construction, 2005-2009: Down from 
2005’s peak by $155.6 billion.

•	 Residential, 2005-2009: Down $216 billion. 

•	 The rest of the market, 2005-2009: The forecast 
for 2009 shows the rest of construction will 
be UP $60.4 billion on 2005, the best year the 
construction industry has had on record. 

So McGraw-Hill’s forecast is for a 7% decline in 
2009. But if you ignore residential and compare the 
’09 forecast with 2005—it’s a 9% gain! i
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